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Greetings Bobcat Families!   
 
My name is Angelena Colón and I am proud to be joining the 
W.C. Petty school community as your new Assistant Princi-
pal.  This is my 15th year in education, serving previously as a 
teacher and building administrator in K-8 school settings. It is an 
honor to be a supporting leader of innovation as our elementary 
schools now serve students in grades K-5 with new additions of 
collaborative work spaces, continual enhancements to curriculum 
resources, and mindful approaches to educating the whole child. 
 
Our doors are always open to our families and Antioch community 
as we partner with families to encourage the success of every stu-
dent.  Thank you for instilling your trust in our one of a kind staff 
here at W.C. Petty! 
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Miss Angelena Colón 
Assistant Principal 
W.C. Petty Elementary School 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Sept 4th   

Petty Bobcat Booster Mtg 

6:00 pm Petty Library 

Sept 7th 

Spritwear Orders due (Online) 

Sept 10th 

K-2nd Curriculum Night 

6:30-7:30 pm 

Sept 12th 

3rd-5th Curriculum Night 

6:30-7:30 pm 

Sept 19th 

Fall Picture Day 

Sept 24th 

Regular Board Mtg @ WCPetty 

6:30-9:30 pm 

Oct 7th 

Culvers Scoopie Night 

Attendance Line 

Parents – please call the attendance 24 hour phone by 9:00 am. The 
phone number is 847-838-8181. Choose option 5 for Petty School. 

Also, please be sure to send a note with your child any time they will 
be picked up from school early or have another form of transporta-
tion home.  

Visiting Our School 

All visitors are required to check in and check 

out at the main office. Each visitor will be re-

quired to provide state issued identification.  

All approved visitors will receive a visitor’s 

badge. The badge must be worn and be clearly 

visible at all times during your visit. If you 

have any questions please contact the office @ 

(847) 838-8101. 



 

 

  K – 1st Grade    2nd & 3rd Grade   4th & 5th Grade 

Self Space    Social Emotional Skills  Social Emotional Skills 

Linear Tag Games   Tag Games    Soccer Passing/Dribbling 

Boundary Tag Game  Self Space/Shared Space  Distance/Time Pacer Training 

 

    

P.E. News 

News from Mrs. Schaibly - Music 

This school has started off very exciting with the new classroom and it now being kindergar-
ten through fifth grade. During the first month of school we are working on music expecta-
tions. Kindergarten and First grade are working on exploring music through body movement. 
Second and Third grade are reviewing quarter notes and eighth notes. Fourth grade has re-
viewed the notes on the staff as well as simple rhythms. Fifth grade has begun bucket drum-
ming sticking and review of notes and rhythms. 

Dr. Pieniazkiewicz-Grude - Art 
WELCOME back to school!  I am excited to serve Antioch D34 as the art teacher at Hillcrest (Monday-
Wednesday) and WC Petty (Thursdays and Fridays). My name is Dr. Pieniazkiewicz-Grude, but the stu-
dents call me Dr. PG.  I will be working with students in the following classes: Fauser and Miller’s Kinder-
garten, Ellis and Walshire’s 1st graders, Hehn’s 2nd graders, Hope and Stefani’s 3rd graders, Jasinski and 
McGann’s 4th graders, Halterman, Rivera, Sosnowski and Turner’s 5th graders.   
 
If you have not done so already, please consider giving permission for your student(s) to use Artsonia. Art-
sonia is new to me, however I think it’s a great platform for us to be able to share the work we are doing in 
art class!  We will be using Artsonia to upload student work so you are able to see what we are working on 
in class and student progression as we practice many art skills and concepts.   
 
Art is an incredible way for students to use the other side of their brain and learn creativity, innovation, ab-
stract thinking and problem solving skills. This will help them prepare for their futures and our ever chang-
ing global society.   
 
In K-1 classes we are working on the element of art Line and how it looks in everyday life, including letters, 
shapes and design.  In 2-3 classes we will be working on identifying our favorite things in life and how we 
can use symbols to share those things through our art making. In 4-5 grade classes we will be working on 
#whatliftsyou inspired by artist Kelsey Montague.  Students will be exploring what inspires them and how to 
communicate that through their artwork.   
Because I travel between 2 buildings in the district, if you need to reach me, email is the best way.  My 
email is apieniazkiewiczgrude@antioch34.com  

I look forward to serving your children and helping them get inspired about life through art ;) 
 
 
 

mailto:apieniazkiewiczgrude@antioch34.com


 

STEM at W.C. Petty: 

It is exciting to start a new year with grades K-5 in one 
building! Every student at WC Petty has STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) class for an hour each 
week. We use a program called Project Lead the Way 
(more info about PLTW). PLTW’s units focus on computer 
science, engineering, and biomedical science. In addition, 

each unit challenges students to develop essential skills such as problem solving, 
critical and creative thinking, communication, collaboration, and persever-
ance. 

Each grade level’s current unit is listed below  
K Structure & Function: Engineering Design 

Students discover the design process, identify products around them designed by engineers, 
and use what they’ve learned to design their own paintbrushes. 

1st Light & Sound 

Students investigate the scientific properties of light and sound. They use their knowledge to 
design a tool to communicate with light/sound over a long distance. 

2nd Grids & Games 

Students learn about the sequence and structure required in computer programs and code an 
original tablet game in the app Scratch Jr (for more info about Scratch Jr., click here). 

3rd Stability & Motion: Forces & Interactions 

Students learn about force and motion. They explore and build simple machines such as wheel 
& axle, lever, inclined plane, and more. Students apply their knowledge rescue a trapped zoo 
animal. This unit is the first time students begin building projects using our VEX kits (for 
more about VEX Robotics, click here). 

4th Input/Output: Computer Systems 

Students explore how computers systems work. They use this knowledge to create and code a 
reaction-time computer game, in the app Tynker, to assess a baseline before a concussion oc-
curs (for more info about Tynker, click here). 

5th Infection: Detection 

Students explore the transmission of infection and run experiments to help find ways to pre-
vent the spread of illness. 

 

 

Be on the lookout for information about this year’s STEAM Night and other STEM activities 
at Petty. 

If you have any questions or would like to learn more about the program, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me.  

Contact information: 

Mr. Jason VandenBos 

STEM Teacher- Project Lead the Way 

Email: jvandenbos@antioch34.com 

Phone: (847) 838-8128 

 

https://www.pltw.org/
https://www.scratchjr.org/about/info
https://www.vexrobotics.com/vexiq/why-vexiq
https://www.tynker.com/content/Coding-for-Kids-eBook.pdf
mailto:jvandenbos@antioch34.com


Mrs. Stefani - 3rd Grade 

My name is Rebecca Stefani and I am super excited to be 
an addition to the 3rd grade team at WC Petty. This is my 
second year at Petty, but first year as a 3rd grade teacher. I 
have worked/taught children ranging in age from pre-k to 
5th grade for the last 8 years. I live in Wadsworth with my 
husband and son who is also a 3rd grader. I am a proud 
hockey mom and have a passion for reading, which you 
can usually find me doing every night as my form of 
down time. I am so excited to be a part of district 34 and look forward to what 
the future holds not only for myself, but all my students and their families!  

Mrs. Jerik - Art 
Welcome Back to school. I am very excited to work with your students this year in the NEW Art Room! I am 
also very excited to work with Dr. Amy Pieniazkiewicz-Grude, our new art teacher that will also be working 
with students at Petty.  This year I will be working with students in the following classrooms: Kindergarten-
Faily, First Grade - Cronbaugh, Second Grade - Chayer and Niemi, Third Grade- Earl, and Fourth Grade - 
Zajac and Rieb. 
 
If you have not done so already, please consider giving permission for your student(s) to use Artsonia. I 
have all students in third grade and up upload work and write artist statements pertaining to the assign-
ments. Once this is complete and added to their account you get an email showing you what they have 
been working on. I also use Artsonia to send out information pertaining to art room news. For students in K
-2 classes, I upload all of their work as we complete assignments. 
 
Finally, If your student is telling you about the creepy lady in my room, let me explain! This year I have cre-
ated artist based mannequins! Every week our Mystery Artist leaves us a new clue about themself. We will 
collect 6-8 clues for each Mystery artist throughout the year. Once we have collected all the clues, the 
Mystery Artist will be identified and we will have a day looking at artwork from the artist. Here is our first 
Mystery Artist! If you know who it is, please don’t tell! 
 

NEW FACES AT PETTY 



  

Mrs. Miller - Kindergarten 
New to Petty from Hillcrest and I am loving 
the new school! I enjoy being with my family, 
reading and walking my puppy. I have 2 sons 
at Petty and one at ELC. I grew up in Antioch 
and went to AUGS and ACHS.  

NEW FACES AT PETTY 

 

Mrs. Fauser - Kindergarten 

My name is Cheri Fauser. I am one of the Kindergarten Teachers at WC Petty. I have been a 

Kindergarten Teacher in the district for 13 years.  I have 2 children of my own Easton (6) and 

Evelyn (3).  I absolutely LOVE teaching. I’ve wanted to be a Kindergarten Teacher since I was in 

Kindergarten myself. My Kindergarten Teacher helped me come out of my shell and try to 

move past my shyness and here I am today....standing in front of 20-24 little ones teaching/

helping them each and every day!  I’m excited and looking forward to a great first year at WC 

Petty! 

                                  Mrs. Ellis - 1st Grade 

Hi, my name is Kerry Ellis. I have been teaching 19 years, but 
this will be my first year in the Antioch school district and my 
first year teaching first grade!  I live in the area with my hus-
band and two children.  I am looking forward to a fantastic 
year!  

Mrs. Faily -Kindergarten 

My name is Val Faily. I am excited to join the staff at 
Petty as a Kindergarten Teacher. I have been teaching in 
the district for 8 years. I previously taught First Grade 
in Evanston for 9 years as well. I have two kids Jessica 
(16) and Jordan (14). We live in Lindenhurst and they 
both go to Lakes High School. Jessica plays field hockey 
and Jordan plays baseball. It seems like just yesterday 
that they were in kindergarten at Hillcrest! Time goes 
too fast. I have been married for 21 years! It has been incredible to join the 
Petty family and I look forward to a great year teaching our littlest learners! 



Miss Rieb—4th Grade 

Hello, my name is Courtney Rieb and I am excited to join the WC Petty team! 
I am teaching fourth grade this year and I am looking forward to the year to 
come with my students and our encouraging and supportive staff. I am a grad-
uate of Northern Illinois University with a degree in Elementary Education 
and an endorsement in English as a Second Language. I am currently working 
on an article which discusses the impact of music on language acquisition. I am 
a lifelong resident of Antioch and am happy to be teaching in my hometown. I 
am passionate about making a positive impact in the lives of students and fos-
tering lifelong learners. I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, 
kayaking and boating on the Chain O’Lakes, and watching movies. I am eager to 
see what this school year will bring! 

NEW FACES AT PETTY 

Jennifer Jasinski - 4th grade teacher 

I am so excited to join the Petty team this year! This will be my 7th 
year teaching. I have taught 1st, 2nd, 5th, and 6th grade. I am current-
ly  finishing my last year of grad school at Wisconsin Lutheran Col-
lege. I am pursuing a master’s degree in leadership innovation. I love 
working with kids and finding the best ways to help them be success-
ful. I am getting married this October to my fiancé, Jason, and we 
share a Boston Terrier named Fenway. In my free time I like to be 
with my friends and family. I also enjoy reading, cooking, and watch-
ing football. I am looking forward to a great year filled with a lot of 
learning, growth, and fun memories.  

Mrs. McGann — 4th Grade 
Hi! My name is Mrs. Jayme McGann. This is my 14th year teaching and my first year at W.C. 
Petty. I am very excited to be a part of the Petty Family! I graduated from 
DePaul University in 2000 with my bachelors in sales and marketing, and 
worked in that field until I decided to follow my true passion, teaching. I 
went back to school and earned my masters in teaching from National-Louis 
University in 2006. Next, I received my Type 75 in leadership and admin-
istration from Benedictine University in 2010. Most recently, I completed my 
ESL endorsement at CLC. As you can see, I am a lifelong learner. On a more 
personal note, I am married and have two children, Connor and Claire. And, we 
recently adopted a cat, Storm. I look forward to building relationships with 
students and parents within the Petty community.  

Mrs. Zajac –4th Grade 

Hello, my name is Mrs. Corrine Zajac. This is my tenth “official” year 
teaching in District #34, and this is my first year at W.C. Petty. The 
last eleven years have been spent at AES, including my student 
teaching experience. I look forward to growing with my fourth grade 
team and making new memories.  



Mrs. Pieniazkiew-Grude - Art 

Hi All!  My name is Amy Pieniazkiewicz-Grude.  The students call me Dr. PG.  I am 
honored and excited to serve the community of Antioch.  This is my 15th year in 
education.  My BFA is from The School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  I have a 
MA in curriculum and instruction, educational leadership and a doctorate in edu-
cational leadership.  My passion is teaching students about art!  I believe the 
arts are critical in a student’s whole educational experience.  Not only do the 
arts allow students to learn problem solving skills, social emotional skills and ab-
stract thinking, they also help students respect other cultures and diversi-
ty.  Outside of school, I am a dog rescuer and create art myself.  My husband 
Marc and I have three, four legged children named, Oz, Tootsie and Lace; they are all rescues and Australian 
Shepherds.  

 NEW FACES AT PETTY 

Mrs. Allen &  Ms. Bender - EL 

Welcome to the Jungle!  

I’m b-a-c-k… and I brought a friend!  

I’m Kathy Allen and I am one of two English Learner Teachers at W.C. Petty. I also work 
at Hillcrest Elementary. This is the start of my 13th year as an English Learner teacher. 
It’s an amazing job helping EL’s learn language and grow academically. I previously 
worked at W.C. Petty for five years so it is really great to be back. I live in Antioch with 
my husband, Glenn. We almost have an empty nest with two of our three children suc-
cessfully living out on their own.  

 

I am Erika Bender, and I currently work at the MKM Early Learning Center and W.C. 
Petty.  I have taught for 14 years as an EL teacher, but this is my 3rd year in district 34. 
The last 3 years I have been at Hillcrest.  I love language and helping children learn Eng-
lish. I have 2 children. Blake is 8, and Aria is 5. I am excited to be at 2 new schools with new staff and students.  Let’s 
make this the best year yet.  

Mrs. Georgia - Resource Teacher 

My name is Nikki Georgia and I am one of the Special Education Resource Teachers 

here at W.C. Petty.  This is my 15th year of teaching special education.  My husband 

and I live in Antioch with our son (14) , daughter (16), and dog, Stella.  I graduated 

from Greenville College with a bachelor’s degree in special education.  While work-

ing in Waukegan with bilingual special education students, I decided to get my mas-

ter’s degree in linguistics from Northeastern Illinois University.  I'm excited to be at 

W.C. Petty and I look forward to helping many students learn and grow this year! 

Mrs. Larson - Resource Teacher 

Hi, I am joining W.C. Petty after working at A.E.S for 5 years as a special education resource 
teacher.  This will be my 10th year in education.  I have lived in the area most of my life and 
currently, my family lives in Lake Villa.  I have 2 sons, a senior in high school and a sophomore 
in college.  In my spare time, I enjoy walking in the local forest preserves, going to concerts, 
playing trivia and sitting by a fire pit.  This year I look forward to getting to know the new 
smiling faces of Petty and enjoying our beautiful new building. 



Ms. Pucci - Band 

Ms. Kaitlin Pucci is one of the band teachers in District 34.  While not new to the dis-
trict, she is new to W.C Petty and is very excited about teaching band lessons in her 
new room! Ms. Pucci co-teaches Beginning and 5th Grade Bands with Mrs. Carrie 
Mack, and also teaches 6th Grade Band at AUGS.  When not at school, she can be 
found playing clarinet in the North Suburban Wind Ensemble and various orchestras 
for local musicals! 


